
 

Newsletter No: 1              Wednesday, 24
th

 January, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 
 
Welcome to the 2018 school year! It is great to be back. I hope you all had a wonderful break 
spending quality time with your family and have returned feeling refreshed and ready for a 
great year. 
 
The start of school is a time of mixed emotions for parents. Our precious children spend so 
much time at school each day and we want our children to be happy. The most important 
influence on your child’s learning other than you is your child’s teacher. It is essential that 
parents and staff work together in partnership to create a wonderful work environment that is 
safe, and supportive, for our children to learn in; so that they are inspired to be the best that 
they can be.  
 
Effective communication is an important part of this partnership. During the year there may be 
times when you need some information clarified. From time to time your child might come 
home with a concern. If you have any questions or concerns please let your child’s teacher 
know in the first instance. If not resolved, or if of a serious matter, please contact either myself 
or a member of the leadership team.  
 
One of Mary MacKillop’s most famous quotes was “Never see a need without trying to do 
something about it”. This has been visible in our school this week already with our P&F 
providing ‘Tea and Tissues’ on Monday morning for parents. Thank you to Paula La Gerche 
and Justine Harriott for organising the event. We really do appreciate your support.  
 
I would also like to thank the staff for their dedication and commitment to the start of the 
school year. The classrooms are all looking wonderful – vibrant and inviting to children and I 
look forward to children’s work being displayed over the coming weeks. 
 
SCHOOL COUNSELLOR 
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to remind you that we have a school counsellor working at 
MacKillop each Tuesday - Mrs Katrina Dunn. She is available to support both students and 
their families in a range of ways. Katrina is currently taking referrals. If you would like your 
child to see Katrina please contact the office for a referral form. If you have any further 
questions about this service please arrange a time to see Mrs Blakey or Kat. 
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WELCOME 
 
We have a number of new families joining our MacKillop community 
this year. To our new students and families we extend a very 
sincere and warm welcome to MacKillop. We know that you will find 
our school to be an exciting, challenging, rewarding, fun and 
welcoming community to be a part of. We look forward to the gifts 
each new family will bring to MacKillop. 

 

Welcome to MacKillop Community: 
Ahwang – Montrell (Prep) Le Bas – Heremia (Prep) 

Boreham – Aiden and Lucas 
(Year 2) 

Moore -  Hayden (Prep) 

Eddison – Hunta (Year 1) Nielsen – William (Prep) 

Edwards – Michelangelo 
(Prep) 

Norton – Owen (Year 6) 

Fletcher – Emeline (Prep) Phillips – Amelia (Prep) 

Hanrahan – Isabella (Prep) Radford – Cooper (Prep) 

Kelleher – Jessica (Year 6) Smith – Chace (Year 2) 

Laing – Jonty (Prep) All other Prep children 
commencing this year. 

 

I look forward to being a part of your child’s education this year 
as together we work to empower our children to be responsible 
and successful in a changing world! 

“Every journey of a thousand miles begins with a 
single step.” (Chinese Proverb) 

 
STAFFING IN 2018 

 
We welcome two new staff to MacKillop this year. Mrs Jade Scott 
who will be teaching PE on a Tuesday and Wednesday and 
Mrs Julie Richardson who will be teaching Year 3C/R every 
Thursday and Friday. We look forward to getting to know and 
working with Jade and Julie. 
 
We also welcome Paula Bobongie, a university student from JCU 
undertaking her student placement in year 4C this year. Welcome 
Paula! 
 

OSHC COORDINATOR 
 

Jenny Nicholas our OSHC Coordinator has resigned from her 
position effective from this Friday. We thank Jenny for her 
dedication and commitment to OSHC and we wish her all the best in 
her new position. Miss Larissa Kirwan will be taking on the 
Coordinators’ role for the next month until we advertise and finalise 
the new Coordinator position. Thanks Larissa.  
 

 

TERM ONE CALENDAR 
 
We are still finalising some dates for Term One so a Term One 
Calendar will be sent home with next week’s newsletter.   

 
ABSENT FROM SCHOOL 

 
If your child is unable to attend school for the day due to an illness 
or for some other reason, it is important that you please contact the 
office prior to the commencement of school. 

 

ALLERGIES 
 
We have a number of students enrolled at MacKillop who have 
allergies to certain foods. All parents are asked to consider the type 
of food they pack for their child’s lunch. We would like to request 
that no peanut or peanut products be packed in children’s lunches 

as contact with such products can be distressful to these students 
and in some cases, life threatening. Your support ensures the 

classroom and school environment remains safe for all students. 
Thank you! 
 

SIGNING CHILDREN IN AND OUT 
 
When children arrive late at school – anytime after 8.40am they are 
required to be signed in at the office by a parent/guardian. Please 
do not just drop your child off at the drop off zone. Similary if 
children are being picked up anytime prior to 3.00pm they also need 
to be signed out by a parent. This is Workplace Health and Safety 
requirements. Can I please remind you of the importance with 
establishing routines in classrooms and having children arriving late 
and leaving early is very disruptive. We do understand that 
occasionally children may have appointments to attend but if they 
can be kept to a minimum it would be appreciated. 
 

ARRIVAL TIMES 
 
For the safety of your children, I ask that you consider the arrival 
time of your children at school.  I refer to our parent handbook which 
states; 
“Parents are requested not to allow children to arrive at school 
before 8.15 a.m. on any day as Teacher supervision does not 
occur until 8.15am. All students arriving earlier must sit in the 
Assembly Area on the benches.  No games or movement 
allowed until 8.15am.”    

 
Please realise that there is no guarantee that a staff member will be 
on site prior to 8.15am so if your child is arriving at school earlier 
than this it could be a safety concern. I ask you to please consider 
using our Before School Service at OSHC if your children do 
need to arrive at school prior to 8:15am due to work 
commitments.  

 
DROP OFF AND PICK UP 

 
This is probably a good time to remind everyone of the road safety 
conventions we have here at MacKillop in regards to the “Pick-Up” 
section of the central driveway in the school grounds. Firstly, the 5 
Parking Bays in front of the school entry is for immediate pick-up 
only. The teacher calls for your child from the Undercover Area 
(where all children are expected to be at school’s end)- and then the 
children are supervised into a waiting car. As front cars are filled – 
cars from behind proceed up to the next available bay.  
 
The circular drive is one way only, one narrow (overtaking) lane is 

available for cars wishing to park in the Longer Term Carpark, but 
you must proceed to the Long Term carpark via the Circular Drive.  

 
Cars must not access the Long Term Car Park by going right (at 

the initial fork) within the school’s entry.  Also could we use the 
available carpark bays and not park on the grassed areas. We 
would ask for everyone’s compliance and cooperation so as to 
maintain the safety of all our children and adults. Please ensure the 
disabled car park is reserved for those families who require it. 

 
We would also recommend a slow and defensive speed in your 
approach in and out of the school grounds. Parents are also 
reminded that parking beyond the gateway at the back of the 
Administration and Franklin Buildings is for Teacher Parking 

only. Many thanks for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
Please ensure your yellow family name card is displayed in your 
windscreen when picking your child/children up from the “pick-up” 
zone to ensure a quick flow of traffic.  If you require another one, 
please see the ladies in the office. 
 

PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS 
 
This year we are changing the format for the Parent Information 
sessions. Next Tuesday 30

th
 January we will have our Parent 

Information session and Welcome Afternoon Tea. An invitation with 
further information has been sent home today and can also be found 
in the newsletter. 
 
 
 
 



NEWSLETTER AND WEEKLY ASSEMBLY 
 
The MacKillop Newsletter is an important way of communicating 
with parents and provides you with important information about what 
is happening at our school. It will go home on Wednesday afternoon 
each week by your chosen method of email or paper copy. Please 
take the time to read it and discuss relevant parts with your 
child/children. Please note we will be moving towards only sending 
out email copies in the near future. 
 
Assemblies are held each Monday and Friday morning at 8.45am. 
All parents are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
 

MacKillop is a school we should be proud of. This also applies to the 
wearing of the school uniform. We want students to instil pride not 
only in their school but themselves. Students also need to 
appreciate that judgements are made about them according to the 
way in which they wear their uniform. Being neatly and correctly 
dressed makes an immediate positive impression; here is a student 
who is ready to learn and who understands the nature of being 
respectful to the community in which he or she is part of. The final 
reason for wearing a uniform is that it makes a statement about the 
culture of the school. People who do not know the school make 
judgements about us on the way in which our students present 
themselves. 
 
The uniform is a complete package. Whilst there are a number of 
variations of it, ‘the expectation is that whenever the uniform is worn, 
it will be worn correctly. Could all parents please ensure all articles 
of clothing including hats are clearly labelled as this helps reduce 
lost items. Thank you for your anticipated support in this matter. 
 
Please ensure children are wearing ALL black jogger shoes to 
school. Any other colours on the shoes are NOT ACCEPTABLE not 

even a small stripe of colour!  Volley shoes and Mary-Jane type 
style shoes are NOT ACCEPTABLE as they do not provide support 

for the children’s feet. Thank you. 
 

HAIRSTYLES 
 
A reminder please that hair accessories must be plain and 
minimalist and either navy blue, black, teal or white. Large 
decorative hair pieces are NOT acceptable. Hair that is long enough 

to be tied back must be worn in this manner for health and safety 
reasons. Haircuts must be neat and tidy in appearance and not 
falling into eyes or around the face. Hair must not be dyed or 
coloured or worn in a style that is deemed to be inappropriate for 
primary school. The following styles are NOT considered 
appropriate for MacKillop students:  tracks,  rats tails, 
mohawks, shorter than gauge 2.  

 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

 
Congratulations to our Year 6 students for the way they have 
conducted themselves as leaders so far this year. The following 
students have been elected to their respective positions.  
 
School Leaders: (Term 1): Ben Devitt and Hayley O’Neill 
 
House Captains – 

Fitzroy (Blue):  Holly Pennisi and Marshall Hokins 
Merara (Green):  Jude Ackerman and Toby Reid 
Copperfield (Gold): Chelsea Kitchen and Saskia Allan 
 
Student Council:  Sarina Hooper, Paige Roscher, Lawson 

Darmanin, Mia Cundell, Ava Cunningham and Jasmine Gale. 
 
The Leaders’ Induction will be held at our Opening School Mass on 
Tuesday 30

th
 January at 9.30am at St Joseph’s Church. 

 

OPENING SCHOOL MASS AND INDUCTION OF 
LEADERS  
 
Our Opening School Mass and Induction of Leaders will take place 
next Tuesday at St Joseph’s Church at 9.30am. All are welcome to 
attend. Students are reminded to wear their formal uniform please. 

CONGRATULATIONS – CRYSTAL DANASTAS 

Congratulations to Crystal Danastas our Year 2 teacher who has 
been nominated for an Australia Day Award this year. These awards 
are a way to recognise people who have made a significant 
contribution to the local community, or who have achieved 
exceptional results in sporting or cultural endeavours. 
 
Crystal will also be performing in the World Championships in 
Glasgow in March for her Irish Dancing. We congratulate Crystal on 
these fabulous achievements. We are very proud of you. 
 

BOARD VACANCY 
 

We have three Parent Positions to fill on our School Board for the 
2018 school year. This position is for a maximum of three years and 
will involve commitment to a monthly meeting. Thank you to those 
two parents who have already expressed interest in this. We have 
one position still to fill. 

 
The role of the School Board is to: 

 Develop, review and maintain policies 

 Support staff 

 Provide advice, at the invitation of the Principal, regarding 
staffing 

 Reflect on curriculum 

 Oversee prudent financial management and recommend 
the annual School Budget 

 Oversee prudent maintenance of school buildings and plan 
for future facilities 
 

If anyone is interested in becoming a member of the School Board, 
please contact me or return the reply slip below. We will be having a 
Board Preservice evening early this year for anyone interested. 
 

 
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR SCHOOL BOARD 

 
Please return to school office by Monday 29

th
 January if you are 

interested. 

 
Name:  _______________________________ 
 
Child’s Name & Class:  __________________ 
 

 

 

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 
 
It is a Workplace Health and Safety requirement that no children 
(including younger siblings) play on the forts outside the Year 2 

classroom or in the Prep grounds before or after school. These 
areas are not supervised by a teacher at these times. Thank you for 
your support with this. 

 
MOBILE PHONES 

 
It is part of our School policy that students require written permission 
to have a mobile phone at school. Parents are asked to write a note 
to Mrs Blakey to inform her that your child will have a phone at 
school. All mobile phones are to be dropped into the office, named 
and switched off before school and picked up after school. NO 
MOBILE PHONES ARE TO BE KEPT IN STUDENT’S BAGS OR 
THEIR DESKS EVEN IF THEY ARE SWITCHED OFF. Phones 

cannot be accessed during school hours. The school accepts no 
responsibility for loss or damage to mobile phones which are not 
handed in. Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Congratulations to the Delahunty family on the birth of their daughter 
Daisy Olive who was born on 27

th
 December. Daisy is a sister for 

Corban (Year 4), Gracie, Brady and Daxton. 
 
Congratulations to the Lloyd family on the birth of their daughter 
McKenna Rose who was born in the holidays. McKenna is a sister 
for Chloe (Year 2) and Grayson.  
 

PARENTS ASSISTING AT SCHOOL 
 
We have a large number of parents who assist in various ways at 
the school including reading in classrooms, tuckshop, gardening etc. 
As part of our WHS obligations, each parent/helper is required to 
undergo a brief induction at the beginning of each year and to sign 
in and out of the school grounds at the office. We will be going 
through the Volunteers’ Induction at the Parent Information Session 
next week.  Thank you for your continued support and assistance. 
The students and staff truly do value and appreciate it. 
 
 

Class Co-ordinators for 2018 

 

We are looking for people to put their hand up to be Class 

Co-ordinator’s for your child’s class for 2018. Class Co-

ordinators would usually organise a social event for their class 

each term/semester, welcome any new families to your class 

and in fete years assist with co-ordinating your class stall for 

the fete. If you would like to take this role on, please 

complete the following and drop it into the office. I can send 

home a brochure outlining your role.  

 

 

 

Yes – I ________________________ would love to volunteer 

to be Class Co-ordinator in 2018 for my child’s class. Year 

Level _______________. 

 

 

 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
 

FRIDAY 9th FEBRUARY IS OUR 
BISHOP’S INSERVICE DAY FOR STAFF. 

THIS IS A PUPIL FREE DAY FOR 
STUDENTS. 

 
 

 

PRAYERS 
 

 Please remember in your prayers anyone who is 

sick within our community. We pray for God’s 
healing and restoration.  
 

 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 
 

 

 

 

Welcome! 
 
To all the children and families who are joining our MacKillop school 
community for the first time, we are looking forward to getting to 
know you!  And welcome back to our returning students and 
families!   
 
We have had a great beginning to a fantastic 2018 
with many fresh and happy faces coming to school! 
As usual we’re off to a busy start to the year ahead. 
 
 

OPENING SCHOOL MASS AND INDUCTION OF SCHOOL 
LEADERS 

 
Tuesday 30

th
 January at St Joseph’s Church 9.30am. 

We will be celebrating the beginning of our school year in prayer. 
During this Mass we will conduct our ‘Leader Induction’ ceremony, 
where our school leaders for Term 1, sports captains and student 
representatives will officially take up their relevant roles. We invite 
you to join us as we gather as a Faith Community and show your 
support for our students undertaking these ‘positions of 
responsibility’. 

 

BISHOP’S IN-SERVICE DAY 
 

Friday February 9
th

 – Pupil Free Day. 
 

This is a day set aside each year for teacher in-service in the area of 
Religion and Faith Development. This year’s topic is What do Young 
People in our Diocese need/want?, and aligns with the Year of 
Youth which has been called by the Australian Catholic Bishops. 
 

As we embark on a wonderful 2018, in the spirit of our patron saint, 
Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop …Let’s follow our school mission 
by working together to make our school a great place to be; by 
participating in school events wherever we can; and by having a go! 
 
 

 
Take some time to reflect on where Jesus 

has been in your life today. 
 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://media.worldbulletin.net/news/2014/05/05/prayer-religion.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&h=480&w=640&tbnid=w0fcwbzBWDf6cM:&zoom=1&docid=tq7hNmXk0nXhCM&ei=UdL-VPnrHoT58QXciYLgAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CE4QMygWMBY


SCHOOL COUNSELLING SERVICE 
 

I am excited to begin the second year of the school counselling 
service and am looking forward to working with the students, their 
families and staff of MacKillop!  “Counselling” in a school 
environment aims to provide a broad range of support for the whole 
school community, including:  

 Support for individual students experiencing anxiety, low 

mood, grief/loss, behavioural concerns, poor social skills, 

difficulty with emotional regulation, stress at home, 

problems with peers, bullying, etc.   

 Group Programs – improving emotional regulation skills, 

peer relationships, self-esteem, social skills etc. 

 Supporting staff and students in developing a whole school 

approach to social and emotional wellbeing.  

 Support for parents having difficulty with a child’s 

behaviour, parenting concerns, etc. utilising the Triple P 

Positive Parenting Program.   

Students can access individual support once a referral form is 
completed by a parent or guardian.  Referral forms are available at 
the office.   
 
I am based in the office – every Tuesday.  I can be contacted on 

0749 553 600 or katrina_dunn@rok.catholic.edu.au 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or 
concerns! 
Kat Dunn, School Counsellor 

 

 
 Holidays  
 
Jan    08 Jayden Derdziak 
  08 Chelsea Hill 
  15 Ellee Bourke 
  16 Orrin Abell 
  16 Isabella Hanrahan 
  16 Olivia Johnson 
  17 Jonty Laing 
  17 Hugo Barwick 
  19 Cassidy Blakey 
  19 Jordan Camilleri 
  20 Joshua Field 
  20 Baylen Smith 
  21 Bella Bailey 
   
Week 1   
 
Jan  22 Chelsea Nield 
  24 Nathan Peever 
  26 Bailey Reid 

 
 

THERE WILL BE NO TUCKSHOP IN WEEK ONE 
 

TUCKSHOP COMMENCES WEDNESDAY 31 JANUARY 
 

There will be no monthly special for January. 
 
Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on the bag so 
their lunch goes into the correct box. 
 
 If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 
contact Jo Oliver by phone or text on 0413 672 920. 
 

 

WELCOME TO 2018! 

 

The P&F Executive and Committee would like to welcome you to the 

2018 school year!  We hope you have had a lovely break. 

 

We are shaping up to have a very busy year as we have our 

Biennial Fete which will be held in Term 3. We would LOVE to have 

your input and are always looking for new faces and ideas for our 

wonderful little school.   

 

Our P&F meetings are held monthly for approximately 1 hour in the 

School Library. Our first meeting is on the 12th February at 7pm, 

followed by our AGM, which will be held on Monday 12
th

 March. We 

would love to see you there! 

 

TEA & TISSUES 

 

Thanks to Paula & Justine for co-ordinating the Tea and Tissues 

welcome morning tea on Monday. Thanks to all that attended. 

 

FETE NEWS 

 

We will be commencing preparations for our 2018 Fete very soon. 

We are seeking volunteers for our Fete Committee. There are 

several positions to be filled within the committee. These are listed 

below; if you are interested please return the form below to the 

Office. 

 

Class Stall Co-ordinator 

-to co-ordinate all class coordinators and their associated stalls 

 

Catering Co-ordinator 

-to co-ordinate all Food Stalls that supply the majority of catering for 

the fete. (This does not include any food items sold at class stalls 

i.e. popcorn, ice cream, fairy floss) 

 

Entertainment/Ride co-ordinator 

-To source and coordinate any entertainment to perform during the 

fete. Rides are also included. Armbands receipts to be issued and 

help Bill’s Amusements during the fete 

 

Cent Sale/Raffle co-ordinator 

 To co-ordinate the cent sale and raffle. 

 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Welcome Afternoon Tea & Parent Information Afternoon – Tuesday 
30

th
 January 2018 

P&F Meeting – Monday 12
th 

February 2018 
 

Remember to check out the MacKillop P & F page on the 

website where you can find our contact details and the latest 

meeting minutes.  MacKillop Catholic Primary School.  

 

Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

 

 

,  

 

 Yes! I would love to be a 2018 
 Fete Co-ordinator! 

Name __________________________________ 
 
Please indicate which Position best suits you. 
 

 Class Stall Co-ordinator 

 Catering Co-ordinator 

 Entertainment/Ride Co-ordinator 

 Cent Sale/Raffle Coordinator 

mailto:katrina_dunn@rok.catholic.edu.au
http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm


 

Welcome back to another fantastic year here at MacKillop. Issue 1 

Book Club order forms were handed out to students today.  

Closing date for Issue 1 is Thursday 8
th

 February, 2018. 

Scholastic Book Club has 3 easy ways to pay and details are found 

on the back of the order form. 

If you are new to Book Club with every purchase from the Scholastic 

Book Club Catalogues our school receives 20% in Scholastic 

Rewards of all book club sales.  We then can use the rewards to 

purchase books and resources throughout the year for the staff and 

students of MacKillop. 

If there is anything I can help you with, please do not hesitate to 

contact me.  

I hope you all enjoy browsing through the new Scholastic Book Club 

Catalogue and thank you for all your ongoing support. 

Many thanks 

Marie Schembri  

Library Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2018 

 

 

Monday 15th – Friday 19th January  Pupil Free Day - Staff Inservice 

 

 

TERM ONE (10 weeks) 

 

Monday 22nd  January   Term One Commences 

Friday 26th January    Australia Day Public Holiday 

Friday 9th February    Pupil Free Day - Bishop’s Inservice Day 

Thursday 29th March    Term One concludes 

Friday 30th March    Good Friday 

Sunday 1st April    Easter Sunday 

Monday 2nd April     Easter Monday Public Holiday 

 

TERM TWO (11 weeks) 

 

Monday 16th April     Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 17th April     Term Two Commences  

Wednesday 25th April   ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

Monday 7th May    Labour Day Public Holiday 

Thursday 21st June    Mackay Show Holiday 

Friday 22nd June    Pupil Free Day 

Friday 29th June    Term Two concludes  

 

TERM THREE (10 weeks) 

 

Monday 16th July    Term Three commences 

Friday 21st September   Term Three concludes 

 

TERM FOUR (9 weeks) 

 

Monday 1st October     Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Monday 8th October     Term Four commences 

Monday 22nd October    Pupil Free Day – Staff Inservice 

Friday 7th December    Term Four concludes 

Tuesday 25th December   Christmas Day 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


